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By Arla McPeek
Ass’t  Niche Editor

If you spend much time in Brighton,
you've probably driven by the sign many

times. It's the stenciled one across from the
high school on Brighton Road that says,
“Hand-made quilts for sale.”

After ten years of making tied quilts for
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Quiltmaker goes into business for herself

Genoa Township resident Bonnie Field ties threads which bind together three layers of fab-
ric  to make one of her quilts.
Photo by GILLIS BENEDICT/DAILY PRESS & ARGUS

Bonnie Field cuts ties that hold the three pieces of material in her quilt together, working
on the kitchen table of her Genoa Township home.
Photo by GILLIS BENEDICT/DAILY PRESS & ARGUS
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GENERAL DENTISTRY

– New office in Brighton –

– 10 Years Experience –

8641 W. Grand River, Suite 3 Grand Professional Building

Brighton, MI 48116 Phone: 810-360-0330
www.attariandentistry.com

Restoring & Maintaining
Good Oral Health

Gwynne Attarian DDS, PLLC

603 W. Grand River, Suite H

Brighton   810.844.0477

Residential • Marine • Commercial

...for when you need a little 

“work” done on your 

fabric-covered favorite.

“Snips & Tucks”

• Furniture Re-Upholstery

• Upholstered Accessories 

(headboards, pillows, cornices, etc.)

• Massage / Chiropractic / Exam Tables 

• Slipcovers

Cosmetic “Surgery”

• General Repairs 

• Custom Stitching

“Augmentations” (stuffing)

• Boat Seats / Interiors

• Cushions (indoor / outdoor)

• Sheet Foam

“Enhancements” (in fabric)

• Marine Covers / Tops

• Canvas Enclosures

• Awnings

• Specialty Fabrics

(including leather) 

FREE ESTIMATES

Over 15 Years Experience

Pickup & delivery available

• Quality Materials • Uncommon Service

• Exceptional Craftsmanship

H
T

00
56

64
76



Livingston County Daily Press and Argus 12/04/2012

Copyright © 2012 Livingston County Daily Press and Argus 12/04/2012 December 10, 2012 10:15 am / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


BRIGHTON LIFE • Wednesday, December 5, 2012• 5

her family's use and to give as gifts, Bonnie
Field of Brighton decided to go into busi-
ness selling them. Her home-based busi-
ness has hand-made quilts for any occasion
and all ages. Her inventory includes hunt-
ing- and fishing-themed quilts, quilts for
children, U of M or MSU quilts, floral
quilts, holiday quilts and more. A sunny
enclosed porch serves as her showroom. 

Field learned how to make tied quilts
from her friend, Mary Towles of Pinckney.
Field would go to Towles' house and they
would work on them together.

“She says 'I've created a monster,'” Field
said with a laugh. 

Before she began making tied quilts,
Field made appliqué quilts. However, she
said those are too time-consuming to be
practical for her business. As it is, she
spends about ten hours on each full-sized
quilt. 

“The only thing that is done by machine
is sewing on the border,” Field said.
“Everything else is done by hand, including
the marking, the tying and the hemming.”

Field makes her quilts using fabrics that
are fun and unusual.

“I look for something that's unique, that
you don't normally see other places,” she
said. “It has to be something that catches
my eye. Not very many do. It has to make
me say, 'This will make a nice quilt.' For
example, I had one that was nothing but
high-top tennis shoes. I try to find fun stuff
that's unique. I mostly find fabric at shops
around Brighton; I don't find many online.”

She has a few pieces of advice for people
contemplating starting a home-based busi-
ness. 

Field said she relies upon her Web page,
Facebook, YouTube and Etsey, in addition to
traffic brought in by her sign and word-of-
mouth advertising. 

“Friends and family are a great way to
advertise,” she said.

Also, Field advised putting some thought
into what makes your product unique and
appealing, and using that in your market-
ing.

“Don't just say, 'I have a chess set,” Field
said. “Say 'I have a hand-crafted chess set.'”

Finally, Field said to give your business
time to establish itself.

“Don't expect to be a booming business
overnight,” she said. “It takes time to build
a business.”

She said she doesn't have a lot of trouble
separating work and leisure even though
she works from home. She said she only
sells the quilts on Fridays and Saturdays, so
“during the week is the time I have to do
whatever else.”

“I also babysit my two granddaughters,
so I plan for days of 'Today I'm doing this
with the quilts, and today I'm doing that,'”
Field said. “I fit it in with whatever else I'm
doing, so it doesn't feel overwhelming.”

Field keeps an inventory of about 80 fin-
ished quilts in two sizes. The larger size fits
twin or double beds. The smaller size
works as a lap quilt for adults and is also
suitable for babies and toddlers. Prices are

$80 and $160. She also makes custom quilts.
To view some of Field's quilts or contact

her, visit her website at www.quiltsbybon-

nie.net or look for her sign on Fridays and
Saturdays.

On any given Friday and Saturday, Bonnie Field opens up her Genoa Township home
tothose interested in purchasing her homemade quilts.
Photo by GILLIS BENEDICT/DAILY PRESS & ARGUS

• Allergic Asthma
• Allergic Bronchitis
• Cough
• Hayfever and Related 

Nasal Problems
• Chronic Sinus Condition
• Headaches
• Eye Itching
• Allergic Conjunctivitis

• Chronic Sore Throats
• Food-Related Allergies
• Skin Conditions 

(Eczema, Contact Dermatitis,
Poison Ivy, Hives)

• Recurrent Ear Infections
• Medication Allergy
• Frequent Colds

Treatment of the following allergic conditions:

Jason Paris, M.D.
Board Certified in Allergy

Jason Paris, M.D.
S. William Paris, M.D., FAAAAI

609 W. Main St. • Brighton
For Appointments Call: 810-229-2887

www.weballergy.com

Paris Asthma & Allergy Centers
Children and Adults

Other office located at:
14555 Levan • Livonia, MI  •  734-591-6660

Now
accepting

most
Medicaids
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